Studio title Shipyard: no grid_BRU
Tutor(s) Jasmien Wouters
Campus (BXL/Ghent) Brussels

Language (EN/NL) EN

Description of the studio:

- Two studios - Brussels (ENG) and Ghent (NL)

- Working together and yet separate

- Working on two boats/FLOW pool/... as a condition for thinking

- Thinking about dynamic and nomadic architecture that dares to exist between the meshes of the
existing: NO-GRID .

- Working together with POOL IS COOL on the need for an 'open air swimming pool' in Brussels.

- The swimming pool as a symbol for societal infrastructure and a natural 'lynchpin' in the center of a
metropolis.

- Analysis (and design) of water as leverage for the city.

- (Analysis and) design of temporary NO-GRID infrastructure and/or 'event' as generator for urbanity.

Studio 'Shipyard' has a tradition of reflecting on nomadic and dynamic architecture.

These concepts seem to be the opposite of the static nature that (usually) characterises architecture.
Our desire to be sedentary has translated into petrified cities and communities.

However, the adventurous nomadic urge to move and be on the move is present in all of us.

Three years of studio 'Shipyard' taught us that architecture in its essence needs less than we
sometimes think. It’s not (only) about 'our comfort' or 'building sustainable cities and buildings' but
that the real ecology of architecture starts from the fundamental consideration of our place of
'being' in (an emancipating) relation to everything (man, animal, plant, thing...) that surrounds us
today.

Our role as designer mainly consists of (re)discovering places. And if such a place is 'good’, we may
call it successful architecture, regardless of any 'design' that may or may not have been necessary for
this. And if it is not (yet) good, we should look for the minimum intervention necessary to make it
happen.

This thought led to the following theme on which the shipyard studio will work for the next three
years: NO GRID.

We are all familiar with the concept of the 'off-grid’, a movement in which existence is disconnected
from the (electricity) grid, usually in idyllic scenic locations where the omnipresence of nature can
ensure an autarchic life.

NO GRID wants to navigate even further from all the frameworks and networks that anchor our lives
to existing systems. Not out of resistance, but out of an unstoppable urge to explore: a voyage of
discovery into uncharted territory, between the meshes of the net.

This exploration does not want to remain a simple philosophy. We want to explore it really hands-
on.

We will be working simultaneously on two campuses, Brussels and Ghent.



NO GRID_BRU

Level 1: to do

After the tunnelling of the Zenne, the canal in Brussels is more or less the only visible water in the
city. Yet water is an essential part of life. Recently, a small part of the Zenne has been opened up in
the Northern Quarter.

The call for an open-air swimming pool is therefore strong in Brussels and echoes far into Flanders
and Wallonia, where scarce swimming spots and ponds are flooded by Brussels youth.

There are plans. From the past, but also very recent.

There are also actions. Mostly drops in the ocean.

These things need to be investigated: from the Brussels exodus to the Blaarmeersen to the
'Rheinschwimmen' in Basel or wave surfing in Munich. In particular, the non-profit organisation
POOL IS COOL, who campaigns for the reintroduction of outdoor swimming in Brussels through
actions, projects, research and debate.

Level 2: to think

Is it just about swimming? Or is it a sign of a deeper desire for societal infrastructure?

Are there alternatives that are more resistant to overwintering or are seasonal actions or programs
just what connects us?

Can the boats be an occasion for a program, temporary or otherwise, that can strengthen the
relationship between water and city?

Practical:

As a start for the studio, we organise a bike ride that literally and figuratively lets us move. We cycle
around the port of Ghent/Brussels and look at port infrastructure, quays, boats,...

We will end our tour in Ghent on the boat ‘the Captal, or the Amundsen’ / in Brussels at the POOL IS
COOL FLOW pool. The two flat-bottomed boats and the swimming pool are anchor points for our
studio. They are the subjects of research and design, but also require maintenance and repair. We
appropriate them as a studio environment and will sometimes work effectively on location.

The first session a ‘to do’ list, long and incomplete, will be presented. The list is subject to
negotiation and can be supplemented when necessary. In this way you will formulate the first
actions (solo or in team): by definition, these will consist partly of design actions (drawings and
models) and partly of research.

After four weeks we will develop the critical layer, and each of you will make a specific design in
response to your observations.

Interaction between teacher and student is crucial, but also intervision between students.
We will meet regularly with the partner studio (Ghent-Brussels), debating in English.

The results will hopefully open up new perspectives on boats, quays, architecture, swimming,...

Expected output:
Analysis of the phenomena / design proposal as a response



References:

POOL IS COOL

https://www.pooliscool.org

https://youtu.be/ONwGFxcxums
https://kfda.be/en/festivals/2021-edition/projects-july/flow-swimming-pool/

SHIPYARD 2019-2022
https://vimeo.com/664981335/de9526edf7
https://vimeo.com/598683405




