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Spaces for encounter
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URGENCY

There is a need for a broad understanding of sustainability,
from design attitude, a life philosophy.

In Japan, especially since the Fukushima earthquake and o S )
disaster, a new “school” has emerged. Awareness of the 2 e
architect's role in a resilient society, drawing inspiration i ;
from nature, from austerity, from reuse is at the forefront
here. This within a stringent economic situation and many
societal issues. How can resilient architecture emerge?

The new generation of young architects is interested in local #
crafts once neglected, in rebuilding communities, in reuse,
in transformation and in revitalization. Their projects have
no beginning and no end.
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How can we learn from them? Why is it so different?

LEARN FROM JAPAN?
Learn through architectural language
Learn through language in architecture

Image: Mio Tsuneyama & Fuminori Nousaku

Looking for spatial strategies with the power of poetry, of
spatiality, of compactness, ...



PART 1
IMMERSION IN THE JAPANESE SENSE OF SPACE

“Tradition is the starting point of creation, not the Ufs uUus h i m i — fﬁ'%’
return point”
(Kazuo Shinohara, 1960) . . . Ny —
Michiyuki — &1
To shift our boundaries, we dive into a different cultural .
world — the world of Japan — to rethink, to re-establish, to Yami - F'*éﬁ Sab,' _ %_'
re-interpret, to re-write our spatial notions. ’
IN SEARCH OF JAPANESE SPATIAL POETRY H'morog' o }i(lilﬂ%“%
- Importance of nature Hashi — 4%
- Evolution of Japanese space in relation to culture Suki — %{%
- What is movement space?
o Analysis of the Katsura Villa ()
o Exhibition by Arata Isozaki, MA SPACE-TIME, Ufsuro, - 5[%77
1978
> by listening Susabi —
- by reading
- by drawing
- by analyzing Image: Arata Isozaki, nine concepts of MA, 1978
- by thinking

- by writing



PART 1
OUTCOME

- Discover spatial strategies
- Research by drawing & reading

By choosing one word out of Arata Isozaki’s nine words,
related to MA

CHOOSE ONE WORD OUT OF ISOZAKI’'S NINE WORDS

- meaning? Context? Why?
- spatial meaning?
- spatial research! Mechanisms?

BACKGROUND RESEARCH STARTING FROM A WORD
- Interpretation!

-> Confrontation with our Western point of view?
- Reading concepts as carrier of possibilities !

- texts, sketches, models, ...
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Image: workshop MA2, March 2025 with Mio Tsuneyama & Fuminori Nousaku



PART 2
RE-READING SPACES FOR ENCOUNTER IN
CONTEMPORARY JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE

Work of contemporary Japanese architects
Relationship between people / nature / space
Through conceptual sketches

- What is their architectural language?

- What are they looking for?

- What are they expressing?

- Through conceptual drawings

- By capturing the spirit starting from previous
research
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Image: Toyo Ito



PART 2
OUTCOME
Reinterpretation through your eyes

- Discover your own way of drawing, of interpreting
spaces of encounter related to your chosen architect

- Discover how to draw in-between spaces

- How to relate between people & people, between
people & nature ...

- How to find one’s own expression in merging the
word of Isozaki with the contemporary concept?

GUIDELINE:
- Representations of a floating microcosm (Olivier
Meystre)
o How to represent movement?
o How to capture embodiment in space?

INTERPRETATIVE RESEARCH STARTING FROM A DRAWING
- sketches, drawings, models ... !
- interpretative drawing and redrawing and rethinking, ...
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Image: Rieke Deconinck



PART 3
DESIGNING SPACES FOR ENCOUNTER IN AN

EXISTING BUILDING IN GHENT

A generic building in the heart of Ghent, waiting to be
turned into a space of encounter for young people

- Analysis of the existing building

o A generic grid structure

o Analyze qualities

o Whatis already there

o Listen to what is already there
- Start from the previous research to

o Build a community

o Beresponsible

o Be sustainable

- Create your own language

Image: Mio Tsuneyama & Fuminori Nousaku



PART 3
OUTCOME

- A design with a story in drawings,
- with space for people, for nature
- embedded in the context

- with a resilient attitude

AFFECTIVE ARCHITECTURE

-> develop your own architectural language

-> starting from the relationship between people
-> starting from scarcity, from necessity, from
responsibility
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