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Human mobility is higher than ever before and continues to surge, becoming one of 
the global phenomena defining the 21st century. An estimated 272 million¹ people are 
international migrants in the world. Migration has a radical impact on both the place 
left behind, and on the place where migrants temporarily or permanently settle. It 
alters the geo-political, economic as well as the socio-cultural fabric of place. 

The design studio:

• Explores the connection between migration, cultural identity and the built environ-
ment, and how relocation and displacement inform the medium of Architecture.

• Raises fundamental questions about a changing global and local society:

	 What	is	the	nature	of	architectures	arising	from	migration?

	 How	are	collective	identity	and	social	relations	be	reconstructed	and	
	 negotiated	when	flux	and	transition	is	the	new	norm?

	 How	do	global	migratory	movements	inform	notions	of	belonging,	and	how	
	 are	roots,	tradition	and	heritage	manifested	in	space?

	 How	can	the	‘genius	loci’	be	amplified	to	embody	a	hybrid	spectrum	of	multiple	
	 ‘other’	origins,	all	at	once?

• Encouraged to learn from other fields of artistic practice - multi-media arts, installa-
tion, performance – and test alternative pathways in design/reseach practice by test-
ing new ways to engage with site, concept and communication.

• Tests and concretise these reflections on architecture and migration through 
speculative design projects.

• Sets within one of Brussels most cosmopolitan urban areas: the European Quarter 
and the Matongé neighbourhood; a geography in constant flux.

¹  United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (UN DESA) – International Migrant  
  Stock 2019, Workbook: UN_MigrantStockTotal_2019.xlsx
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Fucking nothing (Suitcases) – Irina Petrakova, 2012

My homeland is not a suitcase  – Art in Ruins
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BRIEF

The design studio investigates the connections between architecture, culture, memory 
and the role architecture and the built environment play in defining and expressing self 
- and collective identity and belonging in a changing contemporary society. 

The studio explores how migration influences stories, objects, cultures and the 
ecosystems of cities. Migration is further interrogated as a function of the mind as 
migratory history is inscribed in our consciousness and informs how we perceive, rea-
son and act within social settings.

Through field research and speculative design, the manifestation of migration is 
applied as a vehicle to interrogate the role of architecture in structuring and conveying 
individuals’ understanding of who they are and where they belong.

CONTEXT

‘To	be	radicant	means	setting	one’s	roots	 in	motion,	staging	them	in	heterogeneous	contexts	
and	 formats,	 denying	 them	 the	 power	 to	 completely	 define	 one’s	 identity,	 translating	 ideas,	
transcoding	images,	transplanting	behaviours,	exchanging	rather	than	imposing’	
– Bourriaud	2009

The studio will look through the prism of radicant  cultural production, a concept 
Bourriaud (2009)  introduced to frame the emergence of a global modernity. He views 
twentieth century modernism largely founded on the idea of radicality and purification, 
in which society attempts to return to the origin with the aim of rediscovering their 
essence and rewriting their manifesto. 

Countering this radicalism, Bourriaud advocates the emergence of an alter-modernity, 
an epoch defined by a worldwide culture which is radicant, born of differences and 
singularities, instead of re-enrooting in purist identities or the standardisation of 
imaginations decreed by capitalist globalisation.

Global air and sea routes - Spatialanalysis.ca

Kaleidoscope - Olafur Eliasson
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THE STUDIO

The studio interrogates how structures and architectural practices give expression to 
the forces shaping society and how these can be envisioned in the future. 
This understanding leads to architectural responses that can provoke new agendas, 
can engage with changing glocal contexts and establish a legacy that fundamentally 
challenges the status quo.

The studio challenges the position of architecture and the role of the architect in an era 
of multi-culturalism, in an age of hybridization, of cross-fertilization between traditions 
and modus operandi, of transient existence and global networks.

Architecture is not only a product but acts to various extents as a mediator in the 
dynamic relations between consciousness and context. The studio interrogates and 
dissects the complex dynamics that underpin a Brussels neighbourhood with a large 
migrant component; the scientific, the poetic and the imaginary.

The process of design is set out as trajectory of interrogating, translating and 
transcoding. We strive towards producing a public architectural proposition which is 
fully networked into its urban ecosystem; a meaningful public construct which allows 
for a multitude of subjectivities. 

Tourism - Diller and Scofidio

Routes II - Mona Hatoum
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METHODOLOGY

Interrogating the site context and the relevance of architecture are central to the 
methodology;

The studio intends to actively engage with the study site and its people, through on-site 
interviews, mapping, discussions and will set up active encounters with residents, such 
as grass-root groups, cultural organisations, local creatives. It is expected from the 
students to develop this engagement further throughout the design project, by finding 
a person within the community that represents the area of interest and can provide 
insights into the local dynamics of the location as well as the larger regional and global 
networks at play. 

For architecture to remain relevant within a changing context, we believe it is critical to 
question and challenge the main-stream and learn from other disciplines, which might 
appear outside of the realm of architecture. Students will be encouraged to learn from 
other fields of artistic practice - multi-media arts, installation, performance – and test 
alternative pathways in design practice by testing new ways to engage with the site, 
concept and communication. 

The studio projects will be conducted in teams of 2-3 students to promote a culture of 
exchange and a collaborative working environment. 

INTENT

To develop a personal position and critical discourse about architecture as cultural pro-
duction within a changing glocal context.
To acquire a method and rationale that links the different stages and outputs of the 
design process in a meaningful manner with the architectural discourse. 

KEYWORDS

Migration, Radicant, Hybridity, Urban culture

Strand - Nobukho Nqaba
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STRUCTURE

The studio consists out of 4 research-by-design workstreams;

Part 1  - Agency; 

Critical debate unfolds around the context of migration and cultural hybridity including 
topics such as global mobility of people and goods, subjective notions around the 
migrant subject, postcolonial deconstruction and radicant cultural production. 
Each team is to produce a visual propositional essay that explores the link between 
migration and architecture/ built environment responses.

Part 2  - De-coding; 

A strategic scan of the study area is undertaken of its evolution and the current societal 
dynamics at play, through; on-site mapping, documentation, interviews, discussion.
The site investigation then delves into the physical and intangible granularity of the 
urban fabric. The cultural landscape and consciousness will be de-coded through the 
exploration of formal or informal forms of ‘ritual’, the umbilical cord to a deracinated 
culture. 

Discussion will unfold around forms of cultural production installed on a cultural 
landscape that did not anticipate it. It forms part of portable cultural practices, which 
belong to the domain of everyday lifestyle; such as signs, images, clothing, cuisine. 
But it also connects into global cultural exchange and identity formation arising from; 
mass-migration, international commuting, logistical flows and virtual networks of 
communication. 

The notion of ‘ritual’ will be investigated on site, through various entry-points;  

 • the physical-material and programmatic components of spaces,
 • the marks of human presence; types of use and appropriation of space, 
    and sensorial atmospheres, 
 • the voices; the immaterial forces linked to engagement, discussions, projects 
    and imaginaries with a spatial impact.

Each team will develop an interpretative score which analyses, maps and 
illustrates the manifestation of a contemporary ‘ritual’ in space and time.  
The students will be encouraged to use tools from other fields of artistic practice during 
research, score  development and communication.
.

Nomadic settlements - student project - 
Alberto Bovo, Eduardo Dugaich, Endri Berberi, Orçun Yazici, Giulia Malley



S T U D I O               2020  |  MAIB 24
KULeuven, Faculty of Architecture

Part 3  - Translation;

The research and contextual analysis around ‘the ritual’ are translated into a future 
design narrative. The students consider how an architectural proposition can act as a 
provocation or mediator in the relations between cultural subject and context. 

The studio will investigate how the built form can act as a catalysing structure that 
engages with the rituals and cultural memes that exist in the city. 

Multimedia tools are encouraged to test and convey the core proposition and program, 
as it unfolds. 

Buenos Aires Fragmented Fabric-  student work - 
Anneleen Brandt - Sébastien Ronchetti
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Part 4 - The new imaginary - final output

The studio examines how the curated programme translates the critical (ethical - social 
- economical - environmental -political) position that the students adopt as the 
foundation of a public project.

The students will test design strategies and how the typological language, structure 
and materiality of architecture can be deployed to reinforce the project’s ambition.  
Experimentation with different modes of artistic representation - multi-media, 
installation, physical models - will be encouraged as part of the development process.

The proposal will be developed from research through to a building and urban scale 
intervention. The final output is the project thesis which assembles the outputs of the 
entire process and will demonstrate the connecting rationale linking the four stages. 

The studio encourages radical and provocative ideas that expose and challenge the 
status quo, test the role of architectural practice and bring an original, imaginative 
perspective to the debate around migration and urban context. 

Buenos Aires Fragmented Fabric-  student work - 
Anneleen Brandt - Sébastien Ronchetti
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Afrotopiques - Afrotopiques

APA (belga)

SITE 

A site defined by ‘super-diversity’ has been selected as the foundation for the studio.
It encompasses two neighbourhoods in Brussels with a highly diverse migration 
history; the Leopold quarter and the Matongé quarter. 

The studio is interested in the physical and intangible interface between these 
neighbouring quarters, which have known a radically different development trajectory 
and remain in constant flux.

In addition to their physical presence, they are both defined by their mythical 
manifestation; one quarter as the symbolic heart of the European Community, the 
other quarter as a symbol of the African diaspora in Europe. 

The European Quarter

The European parliament and associated pan-European institutions are located at the 
European Quarter, which informed the demographic evolution of the area. 
The European Quarter is the most international quarter of Brussels with more than 60 
percent of the residents being of a foreign nationality (BISA 2013). Approximately half 
are residents coming from the EU member states. Most of the expats first settle here, 
close to work, before venturing to other parts of Brussels, such as Etterbeek, Elsene 
and other parts of Brussels. 
The neighbourhood is sometimes nicknamed as ‘the white-collar ghetto’, as local 
Brussels residents feel excluded from the EU Quarter; The communities do not often 
mix with the expats as they create their own closed societal networks.   

The Matongé neighbourhood

The neighbourhood is named after the marketplace and the commercial district with 
the same name in Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of the Congo). The core of Matongé 
was formed in late 1950s by the foundation of Maison Africaine or African House 
(Maisaf) which served as a centre and residence for university students from the 
Belgian Congo. 
After Congolese independence in 1960, the district faced an influx of immigrants from 
the new state who shaped the neighbourhood in a style to resemble the original Ma-
tongé. Since then it grew into a meeting place, also for communities from other African 
countries located in Brussels such as Rwanda, Burundi, Mali, 
Cameroon, and Senegal.
Nowadays the neighbourhood remains very international, and despite retaining its 
identity as an African hub, the residents of African descent are steadily reducing from 9 
percent in the mid 90’s to less than 5 percent in 2011 (BISA 2013), with a gradual influx 
of European immigrants.
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TIMING

 W1  - 12.02.2020 LAUNCH STUDIO

 W2  - 19.02.2020 SITE VISIT 

 W3  - 26.02.2020 Working session

 W4  - 04.03.2020 Working session

 W5  - 11.03.2020 Working session

 W6  - 18.03.2020 INTERNAL MID-TERM REVIEW

 W7  - 25.03.2020 Working session 

 W8  - 01.04.2020 SPRING WEEK 
 W9  - 08.04.2020 EASTER BREAK 
 W10  - 15.04.2020 EASTER BREAK 

 W11  - 22.04.2020  MID-TERM REVIEW 

 W12  - 29.04.2020 Working session

 W13  - 06.05.2020 Working session 

 W14  - 13.05.2020 Working session

 W15  - 20.05.2020  FINAL JURY REHEARSAL

 W16  - 27.05.2020  FINAL JURY

REFERENCES

Selected literature extracts will be provided for reference;

AbdouMaliq, S. 2014. On Cities, Neoliberalism and the Commons. Commentaries Theory Culture and 
Society. [Online]. Available: http://theoryculturesociety.org/abdoumaliq-simone-on-cities-neoliberal-
ism-and-the-commons/.  [20 February 2014].

Appadurai, A. 1996. Modernity At Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalisation. Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press.

Bauman, Z .2000. Liquid Modernity. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Bhabha, H. 1994. The location of culture. New York: Routledge. 

Bourriaud, N. (2009) The Radicant. New York: Lukas & Sternberg. Cunningham, D, 2010. Returns of the 
Modern. London: SAGE Publications. 

Cunningham, D, 2010. Returns of the Modern. London: SAGE Publications. 

Easterling, K. (2016) Extrastatecraft: the power of infrastructure space. London: Verso. 
Foucault, M.1986. Of other spaces. Diacritics, 16 (1): 22-27. 

Hall, S. 2010. Foreword. In Anheiler, H. & Yudhishthir, R. I. (eds.).The cultures and globalization. Series 3: 
Cultural expression, creativity and innovation. London: SAGE. IX-XII.

Harvey, D. 2006. The political economy of public space. In: Low, S. and Smith, N. eds. The politics of public 
space. New York: Routledge. 

Kesteloot, C. 2000. Brussels: Post-fordist spatial polarization in a fordist spatial canvas. In Marcuse, P. and 
Van Kempen, R. eds. Globalizing cities. A new spatial order? Malden: Blackwell Publishing. 

Mbembe, A. 2001. On the Postcolony. Stanford: University of California Press.
Okwui, E. (2003) The Postcolonial Constellation: Contemporary At in a State of Permanent Transition. Re-
search in Afrkia Literatres Vol. 34, No. 4 Winter 2003: 57-82.

Sassen, S. 2006. Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages.Princeton:  Princeton 
University Press.

Sassen, S. 2012. Cities in a World Economy. Newbury Park: Pine Forge Press.

Senett, R. 1992. The Conscience of the Eye: The Design and Social Life of Cities. New York: W. W. Norton 
Company.

Van Criekingen, M. 2006. What is happening to Brussels’ inner city neighbourhoods? Elective migration 
from areas undergoing transformation. Brussels Studies, 1: 1-21. 

Van Criekingen, M. 2009. Moving in/out of Brussels’ historical core in the early 2000s: Migration and the 
effects of gentrification. Urban Studies, 46 (4): 825-848.
 
.



S T U D I O               2020  |  MAIB 24
KULeuven, Faculty of Architecture

STUDIO MENTORS

Caroline Sohie 

A Caroline Sohie is an architect based in London. For over 17 years she has been 
designing public buildings and urban infrastructure with a transformative capacity 
in numerous locations around the world. 

Her interest lies in engaging with the social and cultural ecologies of ‘place’ to enable 
realities that can add quality of life to people, whilst creating systemic change.

She is fully engaged in multi-disciplinary design as she believes innovation lies in the 
cross-fertilisation of ideas, stemming from many parallel disciplines. 

After leading a wide-ranging project portfolio for the global design and engineering 
company ARUP, from rail, aviation to projects in culture and education, 
she co-founded the international design practice INSTINCT. 
Based in London, the practice focuses on projects that bring strategic and creative 
responses to the challenges of a rapidly evolving world. 

Cecilia Chiappini 

María Cecilia Chiappini is a PhD Candidate in Architecture at the University of Leuven 
(Department of Architecture), Belgium. She graduated as an Architect from the 
Facultad de Arquitectura, Diseño y Urbanismo, Universidad Nacional del Litoral (UNL), 
in Argentina (2007) and as a MAS in Urban Design from the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology (ETH), Zurich, Switzerland (2012).

She worked in architecture private practices at Mecanoo Architecten in Delft, 
The Netherlands (2013-2015) and at IN-VI Investment Environments in their offices 
in Slovakia, Poland, Switzerland and France (2008-2009), and the public sector at the 
Territorial Strategic Plan of the Province of Santa Fe and at the UNL University.

Her interest lies in the relationship between infrastructures and urban spaces where 
the unforeseen can take place.




