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A doctoral degree (or PhD) is the highest academic degree
awarded. It typically requires four years of study (doctoral
training) and research (project).

J

I'M A PHD
BUT YOU CAN

DOCTOR




Research

* In-depth exploration of one specific topic in the field of
(interior) architecture, planning or design

* Guided by a supervisor + supervisory committee

* Complies to the highest academic and/or artistic standards
* Adds substantial and innovative insights to the domain

* Results in the public defense of a doctoral thesis: book,
installation, artwork, performance, ...
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Research

Overview of all current phd projects on

website
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A PhD project by Hanne Van Reusel

envision in the spatial reality. often in the margins of space and time. Starting from the background of part
concept of performative urbanism is explored. Through this perspective the PhD is aimed to reveal the pot
in Brussel's spatial reality. As a design proposition it is argued that the proliferation of these collective proc
socio-spatial reality, manifest a critical alternative for our city.
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SPEED SPACE

A PhD project by Pieterjan Ginckels

In SPEED SPACE Pieterjan Ginckels explores the implementation of sfj

culture. SPEED SPACE happens in a time when more and more realiz]
speed, feeding off blog culture, the classic designer can only produce

the manifestation of speed generates new insight.

Three chapters in this project are defined:
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A PhD project by Eva Weyns
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CATHOLIC TERRITORIES IN A SUBURBAN LANDSCAPE. RELIGION AND .
URBANIZATION IN BELGIUM, 1945-1975.
This project investigates how church authorities rely on architecture and planning to secure a religious presence in the built environment. As a case in point,
we examine how the Roman Catholic Church dealt with (subjurban development in Belgium during the period 1945-1975. This was a pivotal moment in both
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APhD project by Jana Verstraete

society deals with vulnerable groups at the bottom end of the housing market.

Apartmant, 2 badraoms, located in ety centre.

1 Only for reliable, attractive candidates
Nosocial benefits

Noethnic cultural minorities

Nopersonal flaws, such as criminal records or psychological problems

- Nobad housing experiences, such as evictions

Supervisors:

DEALING WITH THE BOTTOM END OF THE HOUSING MARKET

The right to housing is enshrined in the Belgium Constitution and the Flemish Housing Code. However, part of the population does not have access to (decent)
housing. This doctoral project will focus (1) en processes and institutional barriers that impede a qualitative housing situation for vulnerable groups and (2) on
bottom-up and top-down initiatives that wish to improve the housing situation of vulnerable groups. In other words, this doctoral project will study how

This doctoral project is based on participation in four research project studying pecple leave an institution, discrimination on the private rental market,
evictions and solidarity in diversity.
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Source: Mario Zucca, “The PhD Trajectory’ (https://mariozuccamaps.com/)
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max 9 months

max 1 year

max 21 months

max 36 months

+ Doctoral training programme (at least 6 ECTS)
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Why would | pursue a PhD?

Intrinsic Motivation

Ambition: “| like to work both
independently and receive credit for
my work and be part of a larger
collaborative led by experts in the
field”

Personal development: a PhD degree
shows that you possess essential and
desirable skills such as independent
reasoning, intellectual creativity, rigour
and persistence

Curiosity: “l am
really fascinated by
my study domain
and | like going
beyond the obvious”

Social responsibility: “I want to
address major societal challenges
and contribute to developing new
knowledge to this end.”
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Why would | pursue a PhD?

Career perspectives

o Public sector: Flemish Heritage Agency; Planning bodies (e.g.
Ruimte Vlaanderen), WTCB, Flemish Architecture Institute (VAI),

o Private sector: R&D departments of large (architectural) firms,
building companies, private laboratories,

o Academia: pursue a career in teaching and research
o ! On average only 10% of PhD’s stay at university

Many PhD’s occupy strategic positions
as knowledge managers, innovation
leaders and policy makers in the public

and private sector




Why pursue a PhD at KU Leuven?

Opportunities
o Flanders’ largest research department in the field of Architecture

o International reputation

o Wide variety of research methodologies: polytechnic, artistic, social
sciences, etc.

o Fast growing (cf. next slide)

o Excellent guidance, (very) low registration fees
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How to start a PhD?

Minimum requirements:

o Graduated in architecture or related discipline with (minimum)
distinction or cum laude (at KU Leuven: > 68%)

o Fulfilling the language requirements

o Proven ability in, or genuine interest in research

o Additional degree or study/work experience abroad = asset
o ! Strong motivation and commitment
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https://set.kuleuven.be/phd/applicants/languagerequirements
https://set.kuleuven.be/phd/applicants/languagerequirements

How to start a PhD?

Scenario 1: A Professor of the Faculty hires PhD candidates
1. React to vacancy through KU Leuven jobsite
2. If successful, become a full-time research assistent (2+2 years)
3. Apply for admission to the doctoral school
4.  Start your PhD!
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https://www.kuleuven.be/personeel/jobsite/en
https://www.kuleuven.be/personeel/jobsite/en

How to start a PhD?

Scenario 2: Develop a proposal of your own

1. Define your research interest(s)

2. Talk to potential supervisor(s) (ZAP) at the Faculty of Architecture
3. Together, draw up a research proposal
4

Apply for funding (FWO, Fullbright, EU, etc.), seek a partner
(industry, architecture office, public body)

Apply for admission to the doctoral school
6. Start your PhD!

o
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* Upcoming defence listed here



https://arch.kuleuven.be/nieuws-agenda/agenda

Interested? Need more information?

e Check these websites:
o Arenberqg Doctoral School

o Doctoral programme, Faculty of Architecture

* Contact PhD Admin (phd.architecture@kuleuven.be)

o Laura Maertens — Jelle Vervloessem- Annette Kuhk
o Chair FDC Dominique Bauer
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