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Jan Boelen

Jan Boelen (1967, Genk, Belgium) was the artistic director 
of Z33 House for Contemporary Art in Hasselt, Belgium, 
artistic director of Atelier LUMA, an experimental laboratory 
for design in Arles, France, and curator of the 4th Istanbul 
Design Biennial (22 Sep–4 Nov 2018) in Istanbul, Turkey. 
He also holds the position of the head of the Master department 
Social Design at Design Academy Eindhoven in the Netherlands.

Boelen holds a degree in product design from the Media and 
Design Academy (now the LUCA School of Arts) in Genk, Belgium.

https://www.janboelen.be

“ Why do design? What is it for? These are forward-
looking questions for a creative discipline that seems 

more slippery to define than ever. In a world of 
dwindling natural resources, exhausted social and 
political systems, and an overload of information 
there are many urgent reasons to reimagine the 

design discipline, and there is a growing need to look 
at design education. “



HIGHLIGHT PROJECTS 
“We need to generate alternatives to our current   
moment of transition”

LECTURE

Bio Design Lab

“Z33 has been con-
ceived as a place to 
initiate new ideas and 
produce new rela-
tionships and effects, 
and not as a place 
for simply presenting 
current ideas.”

Tools for Debate 

The lecture will show exhibitions, artworks and 
materials as tools to connect different stake-
holders. The different formats or prototypes 
serve as Trojan horses to instigate change, 
design relations and build future projects            
differently. 

Designing 
Critical 
Design 
(2007) - 
Exhibition

Istanbul 
Design
Biennale 

“Social Matter, Social Design 
challenges the way we look at, 
think of, and interact with the 
social world by emphasising the 
role of materiality.”


